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During the late 1970s, Shaun Cassidy was one 
of the most sought-after teen idols of that era. 
His career was on fire with music hits such as 
That’s Rock n Roll, Hey Deanie, Da Doo Ron 
Ron, Teen Dream and many more. His face 
graced the covers of every teen magazine on 
the market. In addition to his sizzling music 
career at that time, he also portrayed Joe 
Hardy in the television show, The Hardy Boys 
(1977-1979). A career that sky rocketed with 
a famous family behind him. His parents were 
Hollywood actors, Jack Cassidy and Shirley 
Jones. His half brother was David Cassidy. 
Once Shaun left the stage and being in front 
of the camera, he had enjoyed many years 
behind the scenes creating scripts, writing 
and producing. Many of his acclaimed works 
are American Gothic, Roar (starring Heath 
Ledger), Cold Case, Cover Me, The Agency, 
Emerald City and New Amsterdam. 
Feeling the urge to return to the main stage 
with the current tour, The Road to Us, Shaun 
shares insights, family history and why he is 
returning to perform after all these years. He 
has several Ohio stops in November including 
a performance at The Goodyear Theater in 
Akron on Sunday, November 16th.
“When I was growing up, I was introduced 
to Broadway music because of my parents. 
There were two albums that I played relent-
lessly. One was the soundtrack for The Music 
Man because my mom was in that movie. The 
other album I listened to was With the Beatles 
which was their second album. I was four or 
five years old at the time. I played records 
on my Fisher-Price record player. One of the 
craziest things about those two albums is that 
they both have the same song on each which 
is Till There Was You. The song was origi-
nally written by Meredith Wilson. My mom 
sang the song for The Music Man and Paul 
McCartney sang it for The Beatles. Those two 
albums became the launch pad for everything 
I fell in love with musically as I got older,” 
explains Shaun.
“The Beach Boys were also a big influence. I 
did like Phil Spector’s wall of sound because 
the music sounded almost theatrical and op-
eratic. During my teen years, I really got into 
David Bowie, Elton John, Led Zeppelin and 
The Rolling Stones. All of them were very 
theatrical performers. So, I think the DNA of 
the theatre and Broadway formed all of the 
things that I was interested in. I also fell in 
love with County music. Country music tells a 
story and that has been my job for the last 30 
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years is to tell stories.”
Being from a famous family can work as an 
advantage or make success more difficult de-
pending which path or opportunity are taken. 
“I was definitely surrounded by singers and 
people in the music business. Because I came 
from a well-known family that had success, 
there were people who were watching me,” 
said Shaun. “When I was 16, Mike Curb who 
was with Warner Brothers Records spoke with 
our family’s manager, Ruth Aarons. Ruth was 
like an aunt to me. She managed my parents 
and also my brother, David. Anyway, Mike 
asked Ruth if I had any interest in getting a 
music career going. By then, I had written a 
few songs and played them for Mike. Shortly 
after that I was signed to Warner Brothers 
Records. Then I turned everything upside 
down when I graduated from high school 
because I started auditioning for acting roles 
in addition to having my music career. By my 
second or third audition I was chosen for The 
Hardy Boys. Warner Brothers released my 
first album and it just exploded right on the 
heels of the television show.”
Two of Shaun’s biggest hits were That’s Rock 
n Roll and Hey Deanie which were both 

written by Cleveland native, Eric Carmen. “I 
loved Eric,” said Shaun. “I was a huge fan of 
The Raspberries. Once Eric had his first solo 
album released, that’s when I heard That’s 
Rock n Roll. I had suggested to my producers 
that maybe we could record the song and it 
ended up being my first big hit.”
Another favorite song is Teen Dream. “I 
wrote Teen Dream when I was 17. I’m not 
even exactly sure what I was writing about at 
the time. I feel it was a dream about a shared 
experience that stands the test of the time.”
Shaun’s half-brother, David Cassidy was a 
heart throb teen idol during the early 1970s. 
His role as Keith Partridge on The Partridge 
Family pushed him to fame and he had a 
very successful concert run for a few years. 
The show also starred Shirley Jones who was 
David’s step-mother in real life.
While David and Shaun had success as teen 
idols, their careers did not overlap. “I started 
getting popular in 1977,” remembers Shaun. 
“David’s career had gotten quiet by then. He 
really didn’t give me any advice to be honest. 
At that point, his career was at a lower point 
while mine was taking off. Looking back, I 
think it may have been hard for him. I do be-
lieve he was happy for my success but didn’t 
quite know how to process it all in terms of 
where he was in his own life.”
“Fortunately, years later, he and I were in the 
Broadway show, Blood Brothers which was 
a great experience for both of us. His career 
was relaunched again as he had engagements 
booked in Las Vegas and I was transitioning 
to writing and producing shows. My first 
series was American Gothic.” 
Shaun has a love for writing and creating 
which has served him well over the last 30 
years. “I am inspired by everything every-
where. As a writer, you never really have a 
day off because you are always thinking ahead 
and planning for the next step. Being a writer 
is like having a super power. I think it helps to 
have a deadline which makes you work hard-
er. I wrote all of my scripts at our dining room 
table,” said Shaun. “I realized early that I did 
not want to spend my life touring. The last 
concert I did was at The Astrodome in 1980. I 
did not know at that time it would be my last 
concert for 40 years!”
“I had fallen in love with writing even when 
I was on The Hardy Boys. I would always 
hang out with the writers of the show. They 
were like magicians to me because they would 
make things up out of thin air. Funny too, as 
an added note, I was a magician for a while. 
I did shows around LA when I was 13 and 14 
years old.”
“Once I sold my first script, I was off and 
running. I had no desire to perform again. I 
really didn’t like all of that attention on me as 
a public figure. Writing scripts and producing 
still allowed me to be creative but not be the 

focus of everyone’s attention.”
Shaun continues, “Around 2020, I was asked 
to write a memoir. And when I sat down to 
write, it just didn’t feel right. I decided I 
didn’t want to write at home as I had been 
doing all of these years. I decided I wanted to 
get out and connect with people directly once 
more. So, that’s how this tour was born, The 
Road to Us. It’s connecting with the audience. 
It’s as much about them as it is about me. It’s 
their family and my family. Fans from my 
early days are now bringing their own kids, 
grandkids and so forth. It’s been great to see 
which brings me back to that shared experi-
ence. Our culture has seemed to isolate us so I 
feel it’s important to get out of the house and 
gather at a place that hopefully will be fun, 
relaxing and stir some fond memories.”
“I incorporate story telling in my shows. I’d 
rather share the stories in person instead of in 
a book. Revisiting my songs has been fun and 
refreshing. I haven’t sung them in 40 years so 
it’s exciting. I feel my voice is even stronger 
and better since I haven’t performed in all 
those years. And another exciting thing about 
this tour is that I have started song writing 
again. I have written hundreds of movie and 
television scripts so now I’m back to song-
writing. I have some new songs which are 
available on Spotify, iTunes, Apple Music and 
other download outlets. One of my new songs 
is My First Crush which we have all had 
crushes on someone during our lifetime so the 
song brings back the feeling and the memory 
of those days.”
Shaun does have a special place in his heart 
for Ohio and is looking forward to brining 
his show to the Buckeye state in November. 
“There was a group of theatres in Ohio ran 
by John Kenley (Kenley Players) in Warren, 
Dayton and Columbus. They were like sum-
mer stock theatres. My mom worked in them 
more than once. I think she did The Sound 
of Music and On a Clear Day You Can See 
Forever. My first acting job was in the one of 
those shows. I remember we were always in 
Ohio over the summer. I do remember seeing 
the endless rows of cornfields, falling in love 
with the chorus girls and having the time of 
my life. It was like being away at summer 
camp. So, I do have a romantic place in my 
heart for Ohio.”
Shaun’s upcoming shows promise to deliver 
fun, nostalgia and stir emotions. Being from 
a famous family served him to recognize 
what works well and what does not. People 
find him to be grounded in the midst of fame 
which he credits his mother for that up-
bringing. “From my parents and my brother, 
David, I learned what to do and what not to 
do. I went to school on their life and career 
experiences.” 
www.shauncassidy.com
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