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An interview with Marshall
Thompson of The Chi-Lites

The Chi-Lites were a R & B group that gave
us powerful and memorable hits such as “Oh
Girl”, “Have You Seen Her”, “Give It Away”,
“Are You My Woman (Tell Me So)” and
“Stoned Out of My Mind”. Marshall Thomp-
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NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES WELCOME

By Helen Marketti

son has been
the driving
force for

The Chi-Li-
tes for over
Sixty years.
Singing on
street corners
in their home
town of Chi-
cago, hence
the name,
The Chi-Li-
tes, Marshall
has fond
memories of
his childhood.
“Both of

my parents
played keyboard. By the time I was six years
old, I had to learn to play an instrument. That
was the rule in the household, we each had to
learn to play something. I chose the drums. I
loved listening to The Dells, The Flamingos,
all of those doo-wop groups back then because
their harmonies were so strong and tight. Even-
tually I transitioned from drummer to singer.”

Marshall continues, “I remember being at the
Regal Theatre and Gladys Knight & The Pips
were rehearsing. I was just watching, so in
awe of them. For some reason I kept focusing
on their drummer for that show, maybe he
wouldn’t be that good, maybe he would get
sick and I could play for her. (laughs) Well,
my dream came true because he left and I
remember yelling to Gladys that I could play
the drums for her! She invited me to come up
onstage and that’s how I got my big break.”

The original Chi-Lites group members were
Eugene “Gene” Record, Robert “Squirrel”
Lester, Creadel “Red” Jones and Marshall
Thompson. Marshall is the last surviving mem-
ber of the group as he carries on their legacy to
this day. “We all knew each other as kids, we
grew up together. We sang on the street corners
of Chicago and all the girls would gather
around and scream. (laughs) Those were great
memories. We finally got a record deal and
signed with Brunswick Records. “Oh Girl” is
our most popular song and we actually debuted
the song for the first time on The Flip Wilson
Show.” “Oh Girl” has been ranked the 36th
song of the century by BMI.

At 79 years old, Marhsall recently accepted a
star on The Hollywood Walk of Fame dedicat-
ed to The Chi-Lites. “I can’t even begin to ex-
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press what this has meant to me, to my family
and to the family members of Eugene, Robert
and Creadel. I spoke two years ago at the
ceremony for the late Jackie Wilson and never
gave it a thought that The Chi-Lites would get
a star in Hollywood. It is truly an honor.”

Currently, Marhsall is getting ready to go on
the road and bring the music of The Chi-Lites
back to dedicated fans around the country.
“You have to keep moving, keep yourself
going. This is what I love to do. Most recently,
Mick Jagger had said that The Rolling Stones
are going to release their cover version of The
Chi-Lites, “Troubles a Comin’. This shows
how our music still makes its mark.”

In 2014, Marshall’s memoir, The Last Man
Standing (Anytime Enterprises, LLC) was
published. It details the career of The Chi-Li-
tes, along with the triumphs and tragedies of
his life. There is a quote in Marshall’s book
that seems appropriate to close this article as
he remembers his band mates. “May the mem-
ories we shared and the mark we left upon this
world remain a hallmark to the future musi-
cians and entertainers of this world.”

www.chi-litesofficial.com
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