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4618 Main Avenue • Ashtabula
440-992-3013 • www.dublindown.pub
Hours: Kitchen open Mon-Sat 11am-10pm 

Bar open til 11 Mon-Thurs & Midnite Fri & Sat
Closed Sunday.

Best Homemade
Soups In Town! 

WEDNESDAYS...Open Mic Night...
It’s HOT, HOT, HOT with local talent 
hosted by Mike Brown! 7-10pm

 LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!

‘Meet You On Main’ 
Now Serving

HOT & TASTY
WOOD FIRE

PIZZAS!
Wed-Sat • 5pm-Close

7-10pm

Now Featuring
WOOD FIRE

STROMBOLI!
Tuesdays • 5pm-Close

Sat. Jan. 12th...Two Kings
Fri. Jan. 25th...
Shenanigan’s Annual Reunion Party!! 
Wear your Shenanigan’s shirts & hats to 
win prizes! Bring your Shenanigan’s Beer 
Mugs and get special drink pricing!

Auto Home Business Life

TREEN
INSURANCE

Scott Treen

Insurance
for the

rest of us.

We Offer the
Personal Service 
You’ve Missed Lately
AUTO • HOME

BUSINESS • LIFE

1484 State Route 46 N. • Suite 8
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 576-5926

■■■
CULTURAL SPOTLIGHT

By Helen Marketti
The Magical Beatles Museum
A conversation with curator and owner Roag Best

In October of 2018, I had the pleasure 
and privilege of traveling with great com-
panions to England. I could not wait to 
immerse myself in all The Beatles history 
and profound moments in their career. 
Time spent in Liverpool and London 
with points in between made a remark-
able journey to remember for years to 
come. One special place that we made a 
visit to was The Magical Beatles Mu-
seum located on historical Mathew Street 
which  is the heart and pulse of Liverpool 
as it was back in its hey day.

Upon returning to the states, my mind 
drifted back to the museum and its im-
pact on our visit. I decided to contact the 
man behind the creation of the this spe-
cial place, Roag Best, for an interview. 

Before we delve into the interview, 
Roag’s mother was Mona Best who is 
responsible for opening the club called, 
The Casbah in Liverpool, which gave 
The Beatles their humble beginnings. He 
is the younger brother to original Beatle 
drummer Pete Best. Roag’s father was 
Beatles road manager, Neil Aspinall who 
later became chief executive of their 
company, Apple Corps. These are impor-
tant pieces to an intricate puzzle where 
the history of the most famous band in 
the world has an incredible story to tell. 
NCV: Please share how the idea for the 
museum got started. 
RB: The museum came about due to my 
Beatles memorabilia collection and a 
conversation I had with a friend called 
Mike Southon. I told Mike I had always 
fancied doing a Beatles Museum. A real 
authentic, unique, original museum. 
Mike said, “Why don’t you?” and I told 
him I always seem to get side tracked. 
Again, Mike looked at me quite seriously 
and said, “It’s a great idea. Nobody has 
what you have. Stop getting side tracked. 
Do it!” So, I put my mind to it. I didn’t 
allow myself to get side tracked and 
now here we are, The Magical Beatles 
Museum. 

NCV: How were the items on dis-
play acquired? 
RB: I had been given numerous 
items from my mother Mona Best 
who opened the Casbah Coffee Club 
in Liverpool. The Casbah opened 
in 1959 and gave The Beatles their 
first start. They played there regu-
larly for almost two years prior to 
the Cavern. Of course, my brother 
Pete Best is the original Beatles drummer. 
Pete gave me some items. My dad, Neil 
Aspinall began as the Beatles roadie and 
became the managing director of Apple 
Corp. Yes, some items are from my dad 
and on top of all this, I have collected in 
my own right. So, there is a lot of Beatles 
memorabilia. 
NCV: Did you want the museum to be 
located on Mathew Street? Did you 
wait for an opportunity or had you 
scouted around for other locations? It 
seems to be the perfect location.
RB: I spent ten years trying to get a build-
ing on Mathew Street. Mathew Street 
is the heart of Liverpool and tourism 
central. Consequently, nobody who owns 
a building is willing to sell. Then luck 
intervened when I was about to give up. 
I bumped into a friend of mine, Patrick 
Gannon, who told me he had been of-
fered a building on Mathew Street. He 
didn’t want it. I told him about my idea of 
the museum and we bought the build-
ing together. It is a five floor Victorian 
warehouse.

Drum cases 
that belonged 
to Pete Beat 
from 1959 – 
1962
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Off The Wooden Spool

Unique quilted gifts
from the heart

an Etsy shop

Vandy Linhart  offthewoodenspool@gmail.com    Etsy shop - offthewoodenspool

Visit my shop for information and pricing.

Enjoy Great Savings With “Discount Deals” 
Online: www.mix971FM.com

Jeremy James
and

Mark Allen
For nearly 5 years
Mark and Jeremy

teamed up on 97.1 WREO. 
The stars have

now aligned to present
Mark and Jeremy
Together Again!

Join "Mark & Jer" weekday 
mornings from 5:30 til 10am 

as they start your day
NCV: Can you please talk about some 
of the items on display at the museum? 
There are so many wonderful artifacts. 
I have seen that items are always being 
added to the exhibit.
RB: We are always adding to the Magical 
Beatles Museum on a daily if not weekly 
basis. It’s always changing. I will name a 
couple of items on each floor. First floor, 
1959-1962 has the ski jackets The Beatles 
wore in Hamburg, Germany and George 
Harrison’s Futurama Grazio Guitar. On 
the second floor, 1963-1966, there are two 
Beatles drum kits, Cello from Blue Jay 
Way. On the third floor, 1967-1970, John 
Lennon’s Sgt Pepper Medals, Beatles 
Diamond Award for 100 million sales and 
that is just the tip of the iceberg!
NCV: Your mother, Mona Best, played 
such a key role in the early days for 
The Beatles. You are still welcoming 
guests to tour The Casbah and now 
The Magical Beatles Museum. What do 
you think she would have to say about 
this project?
RB: Mo would love what we are doing. 
If she were still with us, she would be the 
boss.
NCV: School groups are starting to 
tour the museum. I think this is an 
excellent source of Beatles/music his-
tory. Why is it important to tell today’s 
youth about The Beatles and their his-
tory and music contributions?
RB: The Beatles are interwoven into 
popular culture. They influenced mu-
sic, fashion, even political views. They 
inspired their generation and generations 

who followed. The Beatles have sold over 
2 billion in record sales. If you started 
counting from 1 to 2 billion it would take 
you 64 years! People know about Shake-
speare, Beethoven and Karl Marx. They 
need to know about The Beatles. 
NCV: How does Pete feel about the mu-
seum? It is great that he stops in now 
and then to greet fans and share his 
thoughts. Fan can see a “real” Beatle…
RB: Pete loves the museum. He doesn’t 
pop in on a regular basis but when he 
does, it’s a real treat for the fans. 
NCV: Is there a continued vision for 
the museum’s future and longevity?
RB: Yes, we want to continue to add to it, 
improve it and make it something people 
will talk about the world over.
For more information on The Magical 
Beatles Museum:
www.magicalbeatlesmuseum.com


