
8  North Coast Voice Magazine | northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 |  July 11, 2018 - August 8, 2018

North Coast Voice

Cat
Lilly

For Bookings call
440-466-4623 or 440-417-4199

 Fri. July 13 • 7:30-10:30
Old Mill Winery
w/ Swamp Rattlers 

Thur. July 26 • 7-9:00
Madison Village Concert
w/ Swamp Rattlers 

Sat. July 28 • "Tunes for Tails"
at Luisa's Mexican Grill!
Benefit for Humane Society 2-5pm. 
Upstairs in Cantina 5:30-8:30.

Sun. July 29 • 8-Midnight
Firehouse Winery w/ Swamp Rattlers 

Wed. August 1 • 7-9:00
Painesville Concert in the Park
w/ Swamp Rattlers 

Sun. August 5 • 4-7
Deer's Leap w/ Dick Dana

Just
LIKE

That!

Featuring: Scott Treen,
Chuck Ditri & Gary Slovensky

ACOUSTIC POWER TRIO!

For bookings call Scott
440-812-3772

July 22 • 4-8 
Old Firehouse Winery

 
July 14th • 5-8

Kosicek Vineyards 

July 15 • 5-8
Driftwood Pointe

Aug. 5 & 12 • 4-8
Old Firehouse Winery

Richmond Trolley, Limousine & Transportation

Leave the Driving to Us!

2423 Deerfield Dr. • Ashtabula • 440-964-9403
www.richmondtrolleyandlimo.com

Affordable and Trustworthy • Diverse Fleet of Vehicles
Jolly Trolley, White Stretch Limousine, Limousine Party Bus, 

Wheelchair Accessible Van, and other vans to accommodate parties 
from small to large, simple to elaborate.

If you haven't experienced Richmond Trolley & Limousine 
service yet, give us a try for any event and ENJOY the ride!

Our professional, chauffeurs will take the utmost care of 
you and your party throughout your trip. Just relax and 
leave the driving to us. Our punctual pick-up and drop-off 
service is available early morning to mid-night or even later.

Strike-a-Pose Photo Booth Rentals is our sister company. 
Rent our photo booth for weddings, birthday parties, 

corporate event, or just for the fun of it! Check out our 
website at www.strike-a-pose-now.com for details.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR TRIP!
• Wine Hops
• Proms
• Weddings
• Sporting Events
• Covered Bridge Tours
• Concerts
• Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
• Corporate Events

Interview with Colin Dussault -  
A Song For Our Children Stand Up, Speak Up
(A song against “Weapons of Class Destruction”)
By Helen Marketti

Cleveland area musician Colin 
Dussault has written a song for the 
children in our lives who may wonder 
if it will be a safe day at school. Gone 
are the days where we went to school 
and never gave a thought that an ac-
tive shooter could storm the building. 
Unfortunately, in today’s world, it is 
something that must be considered 
regardless of city, school, or grade 
level. What began as a poem Colin 
has turned into a song expressing the 
emotions parents and their children 
face as the school day begins and ends. 
A collective effort came together when 
Colin asked other Cleveland musicians 
and students to lend a hand for this 
worthwhile project. In this Q and A, 
Colin shares his thoughts as to how 
this song transpired. 

NCV: Please share how this project 
got started:

CD: The song came about in the af-
termath of the Parkland, Florida school 
shootings. I woke up in the middle 
of the night after viewing the news 
reports of yet another school shoot-
ing. I was broken hearted and very sad 
over the way our children's youth and 
innocence had been destroyed by gun 
violence AGAIN!

I have an 11-year-old daughter (10 at 
the time of the Parkland shooting) and 
it really hit home. I really was upset 
and saddened by the fact that she and 
other children her age have to live 
through this.

Additionally, when the Parkland stu-
dents marched and were met with re-
sistance and negative reactions, it blew 
my mind. How could these victims be 
victimized all over again by “adults” 
with an agenda that contradicts the 
simple premise of keeping kids safe. As 
a result, I kept waking up night after 
night thinking of verses. Finally, I had 
to get out of bed and write. I wrote the 
song at 3:30 in the morning.

I wrote it as a poem for my daughter, 
Sophia. It became clear that it would 
be a poem for all the children who have 
had their lives and sense of peace shat-
tered.

Once written, I emailed it to my 

friend Alex Bevan and asked if he 
might be interested in tweaking it and 
add his brilliance. He instantly replied 
in the affirmative and within a few 
days had emailed a demo!

NCV: Had this been a song that may 
have been percolating prior with other 
tragic events in our country?

CD: I think the idea had been germi-
nating within me for some time. One 
cannot help but be affected by the way 
the nation has turned from a peace-
ful and unified nation to a country 
of bickering and warring political 
factions. Left vs. Right, Conservative 
vs. Liberal, Republican vs. Democrat, 
gun owner vs. parent, etc. It really has 
affected me. I am very disheartened 
with what we have become as a nation. 
The stripping away of voter’s rights, 
the partisan politics, the current 
“President,” the negativity, the school 
shootings - all have led to this song.

NCV: No student should ever have 
to attend school wondering what will 
happen that day or any day. What do 
you think can be done or should be 
done? I know there is never an exact 
answer and no one magic formula. 

CD: There is no easy answer, but 
surely common sense gun legislation 
has to commence. Clearly, there needs 
to be a national gun registry, stricter 
uniform laws. Stiffer penalties and 
quite honestly, we need to put OUR 
rights as citizens above the rights of a 
person who wants to own a weapon. 
Furthermore, there is no reason why 
an individual should own, have access 
to, or possess high-powered automatic 
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6827 Lake Road West • Geneva • 440-466-9127
2-1/2 miles west of Rt. 534 and Geneva State Park

Corner of County Line Rd. and Lake Road West.

Beach Bar & Grill!
 Best place to watch

the sunset on the Lake.
Book us for your Special Event!

Friday 4:00 - 12:00
Saturday 2:00 - 12:00
Sunday 2:00 - Dark

LAKE
ERIE

PERCH!

Fri, July 13 ...... LYLE HEATH .................................................................................... 8:00
Sat, July 14 ... STOWBILLIES .................................................................................... 8:00
Sun, July 15 ... JUST LIKE THAT .............................................................................. 8:00
Fri, July 20...... WOODPECKERS .............................................................................. 8:00
Sat, July 21 ... THE LOST SHEEP BAND ............................................................... 8:00
Sun, July 22 ... ALEX BEVAN .................................................................................... 5:00
Fri, July 27...... MARIA PETTI.................................................................................... 8:00
Sat, July 28 ... HORSEFEATHERS ........................................................................... 8:00
Sun, July 29 ... SPOON TOO SOON ..................................................................... 5:00
Thurs, Aug 2... PROGRESSFEST • BETSY RADER FOR CONGRESS BENEFIT  6:00
Fri, Aug 3......... KENDALL STAUFFER & FRIENDS ................................................ 8:00
Sat, Aug 4 ...... ERNEST T. BAND ........................................................................... 8:00
Sun, Aug 5 ... JERRY GRUSELL........2:00.......SUSAN HAGAN ........................ 5:00

Sunday Bloody Mary & Mimosa Brunch • 11:00-1:30
$15.00 • 10 and under $7.50 •  3 and under FREE • Please call for reservations!

or semi automatic guns and military 
grade weapons with high volume clips 
and magazines with capabilities to 
mow down hundreds of victims at a 
time. The time for debate has long 
passed. I have a child who attends a 
public school. She and I are afraid ev-
ery day for her safety. That is disgust-
ing and unforgivable. I see politicians 
and groups with money and special 
interests continuing to allow this to 
happen to our kids.

NCV: Your song sends a message. It 
leaves the listener with thought pro-
voking words. I like how you brought 
in youth of all ages to participate 
as well. Did any of them share their 
thoughts with you about being afraid 
to attend school?

CD: Several kids thanked us. Several 
mentioned how they do “the drills” 
at school. They expressed their fears. 
It was very inspirational the way the 
“kids choir” came to be. It started with 
my daughter and her best friend Au-
drey and her brother Max. From there 
it became clear that we needed more 
voices. We needed THEIR voices. This 
was for THEM - the kids.

I put the word out through social 
media that we needed kids to sing, 
ages 5 to 18, and before we knew it, 
we had over 35 kids whose parents 
agreed to bring them to the studio. 
It really did run itself. I was simply 
holding the wheel gently as the song 
steered itself to where it wanted to 
go. The key is not to mess that up, just 
let the creative process take over and 
gently keep it between the lines. We 
started with the young voices, just 
three or four of them, then augmented 
the chorus with each pass. The idea 
being, it started out as a few voices 
and like the movements, demonstra-
tions, and outrage over the shootings, 
the voices grew stronger, larger, and 
bigger!

NCV: You have a cast of talented 
Cleveland area musicians who have 
contributed to this piece. What were 
some of their thoughts towards your 
project?

CD: Everybody was in the mindset 
that enough is enough. We are all sad-
dened by the rash of violence and the 
way our society has been ripped apart 
by politics, greed, etc… I know they 
were all eager to lend their voices for 
positive change.

Alex Bevan: When Colin first con-
tacted me, the song was still a poem. 
I thought it was powerful and emo-
tional. I thought it was heartfelt in the 
wake of the Parkland, Florida shoot-
ings. What made the poem even more 
powerful is that Colin was speaking as 
a father. I have known Colin for quite 
some time. He asked me to put the 
poem to music. So I sat down, worked 
on it, changed a couple of things, but 
it was Colin who did all the heavy lift-
ing for this project. I turned it into a 
campfire song. I envisioned it as not a 
protest song but something that was 
all-inclusive, where everyone agreed. 

Finally, I like that it is 
a “Cleveland song.”  

The artists who 
contributed are my 

friends and colleagues 
and we have been out 
here plying our craft 

and playing our  
music for decades. We 

all respect and love one 
another. 

The idea was to have the song unfold, 
not push back. I made a demo, sent it 
back, and he asked what my thoughts 
were if we recorded it. I was in. He con-
tacted several other Cleveland musi-
cians who are also creative forces. I lent 
a hand where I could but Colin took the 
ball and ran with it.

NCV: Please share where proceeds 
will be distributed.

CD: From the beginning, I told Alex 
Bevan and the others involved that in 
no way did I want to “profit” from the 
song and the violence. I immediately 
sent out emails and messages to sev-
eral groups. 

The first group I thought of was 
March For Our Lives. However, I re-
ceived no replies from them. I actually 
ran into this with several groups. 

I was somewhat surprised at their 
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Call me at (440) 417-2475 or find me on Facebook 

Jim Ales
Acoustic Fun!

Grand River Manor
EVERY TUESDAY
Wing Night Live!
OPEN MIC,   7-10 
Thurs. July 12,   5-8
Hundley Cellars 
 
Sun. July 22,   4:30-7:30
Old Mill Winery Open Mic 
 
Sat.  July 28,   3:20-3:50
Luisa's - Tunes for Tails  

Sun. Aug. 5,   2:30-5:30
Winery at Spring Hill 

Sat. Aug. 11,   6-7
Driftwood Point - Benefit -

GRAND RIVER
MANOR

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.
Geneva • 440-466-9229
www.grandrivermanor.com

ATM
NETWORK Mastercard

®

VISA

Watch the Tribe games on Our Big Screens!

TUESDAY WING NIGHT
50¢JUMBO WINGS & 55¢ BONELESS WINGS

OPEN MIC WITH JIMMY ALES • 7PM

A
LL

 R
O

AD

S & TRAILS LEAD TO THE  

FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS!

FRIDAYS AT 8pm....QUEEN OF HEARTS DRAWING
100% WINNINGS IF PRESENT!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

BBQ Thursday!
Ribs, Chicken & Pulled Pork

EVERY FRIDAY
FLYING PIG

ENTERTAINMENT
WITH DJ ROB

8pm
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lack of response, but undaunted, I 
continued to research and reach out. 
Finally, I was able to elicit a reply 
from Molly Crowe, a Volunteer Local 
Chapter Leader for Moms Demand Ac-
tion For Gun Sense in America. After a 
few email exchanges and a 45-minute 
phone call, we agreed that I would 
send profi ts and proceeds from this 
song to that group.

NCV: Do you play this song at all of 
your shows? How has it been received?

CD: Yes, we are performing the song 
at our shows. Obviously, we have to 
be careful as to when we do it, but at 
some point in every performance the 
band and I reach a comfort level where 
the audience and I (we) are connected 
and know each other a little bit. At 
that point, I explain the genesis of the 
song and we perform it. It has been 
met with great applause, some tears, a 
few standing ovations and has resulted 
in sales of the CD single. Of course, we 
then do a “happy” fun song immedi-
ately after to get the party back. But I 
like that we can incorporate a “protest 
song” into the show. A song with a 
message. From time to time, I can feel 
it hitting a vein and really connecting 
with a room.

NCV: Is there anything else you 
wanted to mention or discuss?

CD: Th e artists who donated their 
time all deserve mention. Of course, 
Alex Bevan, who took my poem and 
gave it melody and structure; Walkin’ 
Cane who lent his great guitar playing 
along with Alex, Chris Keff er who re-
corded and engineered it, and Michael 
Stanley, who lent his voice to the song. 
I am such a huge fan of both Alex and 
Michael and it is a thrill and an honor 
to think they lent their voices, time 
and talent to something that I co-
wrote and produced. Furthermore, the 
other musicians who answered my call 
when asked deserve credit as well. I 
did not start out thinking I would have 
all of these voices on the song. It just 
drove itself in that direction.

Th e one thing it shows is that we are 
all of the same mindset in that we are 
tired of witnessing what we are wit-
nessing. We used our voices and our 
talent to do and say something about 
it. I really feel isolated and depressed 
over the way we, as a nation, a society 
and even communities have been sepa-

rated, divided, split, and torn in two 
because of divisive political issues, par-
tisan politics and ideals. Th e fact we all 
joined as one voice really restored my 
faith in humanity, the creative process, 
and the arts. I feel as if for a brief mo-
ment, we were all one in the same and 
we did something, said something, 
and created something that is positive, 
loving, and needed. It really is my way 
of telling my daughter and all children 
that I am proud of them and I am 
embarrassed about how we have failed 
them. We have failed to protect them. 
We have failed as grownups. We have 
fallen way short of where we need 
to be in terms of laws and common 
sense. Th at is some of what this song 
is about.

Finally, I like that it is a “Cleveland 
song.” Th e artists who contributed are 
my friends and colleagues and we have 
been out here plying our craft and 
playing our music for decades. We all 
respect and love one another. Th e fact 
we added John Adams (the drummer 
from centerfi eld at the Indians games) 
to the ensemble was so cool. He is a 
dear friend. And with him and all of 
the others, it is a Cleveland project. I 
would have liked to have had Dorothy 
Fuldheim, but she is gone, Superhost 
never called back, and Barnaby was too 
expensive! But sans those three, it is a 
Cleveland eff ort and is something I am 
very, very proud creating with the help 
of my friends.

Note: In addition to the above 
mentioned artist Colin was joined 
by many other Cleveland musicians 
for solo lines and harmonies. � e 
following artist contributed their 
time: Rachel Brown, Becky Boyd, 
Chris Allen, � or Platter, Anne E. 
DeChant, Jim Tigue, Eroc Sosinski, 
Rich Spina, Kristine Jackson, and 
more than 35 northeast Ohio school-
children who brought this composi-
tion to life. � e song was recorded, 
mixed, and mastered over the course 
of � ve sessions (April 5, 10, 11, 14, 
25, and 29), at Magnetic North 
Recording Studios in Beachwood, by 
Chris Ke� er. 

 “A Song for Our Children” song and 
video can be viewed and purchased at 
www.songforourchildren.com   All pro-
ceeds donated to organizations that 
support March For Our Lives causes.




