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It al began in Flint, Michigan forty-seven years
ago where a rock stompin’ band called, Grand Funk
Railroad stepped out of the blue collar city and into
the classic rock history books. Don Brewer who is one
of the founding and original members of GFR wel-
comes fans of all ages to their show at the Northwest
Rib-Off in Maumee, Ohio on August 15!

Many will recognize the rock staples of Grand Funk
Railroad in which Don keeps the beat going behind
the skins. We're An American Band, Some Kind of
Wonderful, I'm Your Captain (Closer to Home) and
their well-known version of Locomotion! It promises
to be arockin' evening for all generations.

“There are many classic rock fans,” said Don. “Music
like that isn’t being created any more and it stands the
test of time. Audiences still appreciate the classic rock
sound. | don’t believe alot of the music being created
now is going to have that kind of alife span. | think
the music that we created in those days was honest and
heartfelt. We have to remember that radio was very
cooperative in those days as well. We're not the only
band that has had this kind of classic rock success. |
think it's great!”

Standing the test of time is evident when the US Golf
Open wanted to use the song, We're An American
Band for its ad this year. “We received a call asking
permission for them to use the song which is very
cool. They had used the song once before so when
people are getting in touch, you know it’s great.”

Don first began playing guitar then switched to clari-
net. “1 absolutely hated playing clarinet,” remembers
Don. “I had worked my way to the first chair in the
school band and then worked myself all the way to the
last chair. (laughs) Finally, one day the band director
said he needed someone for the drum section because
it was al girl drummers and they needed someone to
carry the bass drum. | immediately raised my hand
and said | would be glad to volunteer! (laughs) |
remember when | got home from school that day and
telling my dad, | was now playing drumsin the school
band. He was elated to hear my news because he was
a drummer during the Great Depression era. He went
out and bought a drum kit for me. He showed me how
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to sit behind the kit and what to do. That's how it al
started.”

Mel Schacher and Don are the two original members
currently playing in Grand Funk Railroad. Band mem-
bers aso include Bruce Kulick, Max Carl and Tim
Cashion. Don always seemed to be the “go to” person
for the band even in their early days. “1 remember my
dad helping build our first trailer for our equipment.
We used to rehearse in our basement and | aways
seemed to be the one who would arrange rehearsals
and organize our schedules for gigs. Every band needs
someone like that | just did it. | still have that role!”

Don aways looks forward to doing Grand Funk
Railroad shows.

“We do some songs that are new and see how it flies.
It helps keeps things fresh for ourselves. The fans are
coming to hear the hits. That's what they want to hear
and that’s what we play. Fans who remember us forty-
seven years ago now bring their kids and grandkids.
It's nice to see al of the different generations,” said
Don. “I till get some butterflies when | step behind
the drums before a show. Some people are surprised
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by that but it's true. You never know what's going to
happen. Sometimes things can go wrong and you don’t
want to be out there in front of an audience with egg
on your face. | do love being challenged. It's amazing
that after all these years; people still want to hear the
music. It's such a great feeling. It was a creative force
in the early days. Everyone was working together for
acommon goal. As for the show in Maumee, come on
over! Be ready to sweat and be ready to have a good
time. I’'m looking forward to another great year!”

www.grandfunkrailroad.com
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