Helen Marketti’s Music Corner
Special Guests at the Grand Ole Opry
For Clyde resident, Larry Nyfenger, a September day in
1958 brought about memories that have lasted a lifetime.
“I always liked country music even before I was a teenager,” said Larry. “Back in those days there was no such
thing as FM radio. All we had was AM radio with a few
stations where you could hear country music. There was
WWVA out of Wheeling, West Virginia or Clear Channel
650 out of Nashville which was the Grand Ole Opry.”
“I had several mentors as I was growing up who were
great at science and mathematics. They would be considered the nerds of our day. (laughs) I was given a transistor
before Philco even heard of one. I made my own radio
out of a transistor, a 6-volt battery, a pair of earphones
and a bunch of wire. If I wanted to change a station, I just
moved the wire clip and that worked even better than the
car radio.”
Larry continues, “I was 17 years old when I joined the
Army. They had a “deal” going then that if you enlisted
with your friends, you would be sent to the same place.
Well, it didn’t work that way at all. I went into the 101st
Airborne. I went through basic training, advanced infantry training, jump school and also recondo school which
was always kept hush-hush.”
“At this point it is 1958 and I’m stationed at Fort
Campbell with the 101st Airborne. Its only 55 miles from
Nashville. I wanted to get to Nashville and see it for
myself. I was part of the STRACK unit, which meant we
were on alert for 24/7. We even had to wear our uniforms
off base,” recalls Larry.
“So one day my friend, Albert and I went to Nashville
because I wanted to see the Grand Ole Opry. I really
didn’t expect a whole lot. It was a Saturday when we
went and we saw a line of people at least 4 to 5 wide and
it went around the whole block. It was right in the middle
of downtown Nashville.”
“I was standing near the line in my uniform, feeling
proud. I had just gotten my wings pinned on so I felt pretty sharp,” said Larry. “Albert and I were deciding what
we should do next when all of a sudden a black Cadillac
pulls up into the alley way where we were standing. A
man got out of the car first and he was all dressed up with
a cowboy hat on. He was very slender and looked like he
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was seven feet tall. Well, it was Mr. Ernest Tubb. (Ernest
Tubb was known as The Texas Troubadour and pioneer of
country music.) His wife followed him out of the car and
she walked over to us. Ernest then walked over and asked
us if we had tickets for the show.”
“There were two shows scheduled for that day. We said
we didn’t have any tickets and Ernest said, “Give me
a minute.” He got back in the car and drove off. A few
minutes later a man came over to us, and said, “Mr. Tubb
would like you to see the show. He has a couple of seats
for you.”
“As Albert and I followed him, we thought we would get
VIP seating in the front row or something like that,” said
Larry. “I noticed the stage was very large. The place was
packed and it was a very hot day. The people who were
standing outside were already there for the evening show.
Anyway, Albert and I were wondering where we were
going to sit when we saw this guy walking towards us
with two folding chairs. He sat the chairs on the stage and
said, “You boys can sit right here.” We were seated on the
stage for the show! We couldn’t believe it!”
“We watched everyone walk in. We saw Kitty Wells.
Willie Nelson was there too. He had on a tie. We also saw
George Jones with his flat top haircut. It was really something to see. The stage manager (Roy Acuff) arranged
for us to have drinks brought to us, which were two RC
Colas. It was complete organized chaos but it was an awesome experience.”
Larry continues, “After the show, Ernest Tubb walked
over to us and said, “If you guys want to walk around the
corner to my record shop, that is where the second half of
the show is going to be.” Albert and I walked around the
corner and sure enough, there was a neon sign that said,
“Ernest Tubb Record Shop.” We went inside and I don’t
think the place was any bigger than a double garage but it
was long. They had a stage set up in the back. That placed
was packed like sardines in can. We saw Marty Robbins
and Patsy Cline, too. Another thing that I noticed was
that fans gave them their space and respected them. We
never saw anyone trying to get an autograph or asking
for a photo. The artists were never mobbed. It was one of
the most amazing experiences of my life and I will never
forget it.”

St. Patricks Day • Easter • Gardening Items
View our unique displays in our many windows!
Rosebud Cottage is visiting Calico Cat- Come See!
115 S. Main St., Clyde
(Former Dime Store Building, next to Our Town’s A Brewin’)
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Call for hours
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WANTED:
WANTED: Persons interested in renting booth space at
new downtown Fremont antique and fine arts mall. Call
419-680-0286 for information.

FOR SALE:
KING trombone, $300 or best offer. Kirby 4G vacuum,
$300 or best offer. Calligraphy classes, $10 lesson, Sat.
Call 419-332-8725
Black 2002 Dodge Dakota SXT 54500 original miles
asking $4,800. In good shape, runs great, standard cab,
automatic transmisson. AM & FM radio w/cd player and
A/C, bed cover. Call 419-680-3558 or 419-332-1231

SERVICES:
Go Green for St. Patrick’s Day with Dust Free Cleaning!
Call 419-603-6667, $12 per hour, 4 hr. minimum, references and insured.
Mike from Clyde: Sold my dad's trailer in one week with
a Lifestyle's classifed.
Joanne from Fremont: Sold my artificial Christmas
tree the first day the ad ran.
Mrs. O from Green Springs: Sold my motor home the
first week it ran!
Call 419-334-3602 to place your $20 ad today.

Sofas and More Sale
S
March 12th through the 24th
Save big money on a huge selection of sofas,
love seats, recliners and sleep sofas!
Even special orders from Smith Brothers of Berne!
Free Delivery and six-months-free-financing with
approved credit.
Store Hours: Mon. & Fri. 9am-9pm
Tues, Wed, Thurs, & Sat 9am-5:30pm

132 W. Madison St., Gibsonburg, OH
419-637-7292 www.vehandson.com

CLYDE ST. MARY’S

Located in
Drug Mart Plaza
Rt. 20, Clyde OH
(419) 547-7676

615 Vine St., Clyde
ALL PAPER BINGO
$500 BONANZA in 56#
The last Tuesday of the month drawing for $100.00

Children’s Books • Furniture • Toys • Kitchenware
• Primitive • Linens • New Items Weekly

Classifieds

TUESDAYS
Doors Open 5:30 pm
Games 7:00 pm

B-I-N-G-O

Free Coffee
Progressive Lucky Number
BIG GAME
SUPER 19
$1000.00
Consolation of $150

Dine in only specials

$1 Burgers Every Monday
12oz hand cut strip steak,
Saturdays only $10.99
All U Can Eat Wings
Every Tuesday $9.99

Best Ribs Anywhere!
Get a Full Slab of Ribs
every Thursday
only $9.99
Reg. everyday price $12.99

JOIN US ON ST. PADDYS DAY. AUTHENTIC HOMEMADE
IRISH DISHES, GREEN BEER, PISTACHIO PUDDING
JACKPOT
$1000.00 in 54#
1 Consolation of
$150

HOMEMADE DESSERTS & SANDWICHES - WIDE VARIETY OF INSTANTS, KENO & SEAL CARDS GROUND FLOOR - PLENTY OF PARKING - SECURITY - REFRESHMENTS - LIC. 0276-45

WWW.LIFESTYLES2000.NET

Special 20% off
entire food bill

with coupon exp 03/31/12
(Excludes all daily and all u-can-eat specials)

Whirlpool Employees always save 15% off food.
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