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The Bass King!
nnn..........By Helen Marketti

Enjoying Motown success
with his band, Ozone then playing
with Little Richard for twenty-five
years with countless projects and
performances in between, it is easy
to see why Charles Glenn is The
Bass King!
Charles Glenn has been playing
since his early teens. “I taught
myself to play the bass guitar when
I was around thirteen years old,”
remembers Charles. “I had a friend
who got a guitar for Christmas.
I spent that whole year playing
bass guitar parts on his guitar. I
started thinking that if I could get
a bass guitar of my own then we
could start a band. The following
Christmas I was able to talk my
mother into getting one and then we
were able to get our band going.”
He continues, “The first song
I learned to play was Papa Was a
Rolling Stone by The Temptations.
I was so excited that I played it all
night. Another thing too about
playing the bass is that I was so
infatuated with it that it caught my
father’s attention. He had never
seen me show interest in anything
like this before and it worried him.
He told me he would lock the bass
in the trunk if I didn’t start doing
something else with my life. Then
he saw me play bass at a concert
with Sammy Davis, Jr. who was one
of my father’s favorite artists. After
he saw that show, he never said
anything to me again about playing
the bass.” (Laughs)
Charles is from Nashville and
it is where he first got together
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with fellow musicians and created
the band, Ozone before moving to
Los Angeles. “We played pretty
steady at a club in LA that was
called Century 3000. That was an
amazing place to play in. There was
a glass window behind the band
so people could see us from the
street. I remember lines of people
waiting to get in. The lines wrapped
around the corner and down the
block. Our band was creating a buzz
back then. Our manager at the time
was friends with Billy Preston. He
brought Billy by the club one night
to see us. Three weeks after that, we
were in Alaska with Billy. I was only
seventeen at this time.”
“We recorded five albums
together as Ozone. We had played
in nearly every venue and played
with many big names. (Lionel
Richie, Sammy Davis, Jr., Luther
Vandross, DeBarge and Teena
Marie). After we moved on past the
Motown label, we broke up. We did
have a lot of success together but
I think everyone was burned out.
Our success was created through
Motown. They teach you how to be
a number one artist. It was through
Billy Preston that I met Little
Richard.” Little Richard liked the
way Charles played and offered him
a spot in his band.
Charles has played bass guitar
for Little Richard for twentyfive years. “He has been like a
second father to me. What’s really
something is that my parents knew
Little Richard for many years prior
but that had nothing to do with me
joining his band as many would
think,” said Charles. “In the early
days when Little Richard would
come to town and perform in the
local clubs, my father worked as a
bartender at the time so he often
served Little Richard and they
struck up a friendship. It wasn’t
until years later that Little Richard
said he remembered my parents.”
“About a year and a half after
my parents passed away,” recalls
Charles. “Little Richard called me
and said “Charles, I’m going to
be your dad. I’m not taking your
father’s place because he was my
Glenn continued on page 29
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Glenn continued from page 19
friend but I feel that I should step
in.” Ever since then, no matter
where we are he introduces me as
his son before I play my solos. He is
amazing.”
Inspiration for music is always
on the radar for Charles. “I can be
inspired by something I’ve seen or
read. I’m feeling music right now
and deciding if or when I’m going
to do something about it. I have
always had a beat in my head, even

as a young man. I like to listen to
all instruments in a composition. I
appreciate everything.”
In addition to playing with
Little Richard, one of the most
recent projects for Charles is the
release of his CD, Nonstop. “It has
twelve tracks and one of them is
a cover of Stop, Look & Listen by
The Stylistics. I have my friend, El
DeBarge singing on it.”
Charles never tires of doing
what he loves. “As I get older, I still
want to keep going. I never
find this is getting old. I want
to keep playing. I feel what I
do is create excitement when
I play. When I see people
catch that, it’s pretty mind
blowing. People have often
told me that I am one of the
most exciting bass players
they have ever seen. I like
that.”
For more information
about Charles Glenn, please
visit: www.thebassking.com
His new CD, Nonstop is
available through his web site
and iTunes.

Charles Glenn with Little Richard

HELP WANTED

Freelance writers needed!
Entertainment is the primary focus
but will consider other content.
E-mail writing sample and
contact information to
editorial@northcoastvoice. com
Advertising Sales Rep to cover
Geauga and Cuyahoga counties
for the North Coast Voice Magazine.
Commission based – Great opportunity to make extra money. Extra
perks: Gas card, tickets to shows,
gift certificates for dining out.
Call 440-415-0999

SERVICES

Does your band need photos for
your web site or advertising?
15-20 images burned to CD for
your use, group and/or individual shots. On-location only, your
choice or mine. $40.
Call 440-344-8535
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LOST SHEEP
BAND

Sat. March 12
Bar &
Restaurant
9:00 to 1:00am

Sat. March 19

MUSICIANS
WANTED

Serious bass player needed for
roots rock country band. Weekly
rehearsals, upcoming gigs.
Call Loui (440) 840- 5022 or
Patrick (440) 655-1974.
Andy’s Last Band is looking for
bass player. Must be EXTREMELY
talented to carry an old drummer, lazy guitar player, and
incorrigible Diva. 440-354-0074

Lost
Nation
Airport
Willoughby

7:00 to 11:00pm

www.lostsheepband.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Clean houses? Shovel snow?
Do handyman work?
Advertise your services here!

Saturday,
March 5th

PETS

Dog-sitting service. Don’t kennel
your dog when you go on vacation,
he can stay with me! Lots of exercise and socialization. Sleeps in the
house! Long/Short Term and Day
Care at reasonable rates.
Call Linde 440-951-2468.

FREE STUFF

Do you need fill for a beach or
a pond? Large chunks of concrete
removed from old foundation need
a new home. If you can remove it
you can have it.
Call 440- 415-6589

Great Introductory Rate!
$15 For 30 words!

Gives Two Weeks Exposure!
Email info to advertising@northcoastvoice.com and pay online
through our Advertising link at www.northcoastvoice.com
Mail ad with check/money order to
NCV P.O. Box 118 Geneva, Oh 44041
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9:00- Midnight

www.Abbeyrodeo.com

MUSICAL
EQUIPMENT

Gallien – Krueger Bass Amp $400 or Best Offer. Easy to move
around. Two 10” speakers, good
for acoustic or small venues. Call
440-417-2475

FIREWOOD

Selling Firewood for fireplaces,
stoves or camping? Advertise it
here.

Don’t need it?
Sell it. Trade it.
Give it away.
Or list something
you’re looking for!

TWO WEEKS
LISTING
FOR JUST $15.00!
29

