A love of travel,
a desire to be
in the middle
of the action, a
heart for meet-
ing people and
delivering the
news and events
al have made
Neil Zurcher’s
career span of
nearlyfifty years
al worthwhile.
His latest book,
“Tales from the Road” (Gray Publishing) is
a memoir that will have readers laughing,
pausing and reflecting. Many memorable
moments are in this book where Neil was
indeed in the thick of things on many occa-
sions. For starters, Nell was part of a day-
long high-speed police chase that started in
Cleveland and ended in Kentucky, he was
tear-gassed at an anti-war protest and almost
trapped inside the Ohio Penitentiary during a
riot. He tripped and fell on President Gerald
Ford, met Prince Charles in a bathroom,
raced on an elephant, got lost in the middle of
Lake Erie, rode in jet boats, jet fighters and
a World War 1l tank. If that is not enough,
he has also been an ordained minister of
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the Free Spirit Association Church and has
officiated several weddings, one of which
included a carnival couple who got married
on amerry-go-round.

Many will remember Neil Zurcher for his
“One Tank Trip” segments on Channel 8
Newswhere he traveled far and wide through
out Ohio and beyond to bring viewers inter-
esting stories, events and places to go.

“| started out realizing severa years ago that
the job | had put me in the middle of some
pretty interesting things,” said Neil. “So, |
started making notes, journal entries and so
forth to try and keep track of these things.
| started carrying a camera with me, too. |
had nothing more in mind, really than to just
have arecord of these events in some sort of
file. David Gray, my publisher, approached
me about two or three years ago and asked
me to consider amemoir since | had done the
other books about traveling. (Ohio Oddities,
Strange Tales from Ohio and Ohio Road
Trips) | didn't really think people would care
that much or be interested. My publisher
suggested that | write a memoir for my fam-
ily if nothing else so | finally agreed to do it.
The response to the book has been great. It
has been received very well.”

Neil continues, “| started out being a reporter
and then onething lead to another. Eventually
stories started repeating themselves. While
every event is different, there are still simi-
larities between them such as when covering
political meetings, tornadoes and things like
that. | wanted to do something else. So
when | was able to do the travel series, “One
Tank Trips’, it was fun. | was able to go
somewhere each week and really enjoyed
it. It wasn't planned that way; it just kind of
happened and I’m overjoyed that it did.”

Today, Neil is working on updating a book
“I"m trying to get new

of his, Ohio Oddities.
material added
to make a sec-
ond book. | still
write a travel
column (One
Tank Trips) for
The Cleveland
Plain Deadler.
There aways
seems to be
something that
I am working
on. Ohiohasso
much going on. - h_m =

| need to keep ik Taared, Tebes siias il Mo
exploring.” -

Neil has learned alot on his journey through
Ohio, “It may sound simplistic but Ohio
is truly a great place to live. Some people
wouldn’'t dream of vacationing in the same
state they livein. Thereisalot here with the
lakes, the islands, the rivers, the history and
culture. The best part of what | have done
is making friends with so many people. No
matter where | go-I know someone. | know
there are still places | haven't even discov-
ered yet in Ohio. | haven't explored South
West Ohio too much, yet. Thisall has given
me awonderful career.”

“Tales from the Road: Memoirs from &
Lifetime of Ohio Travel, Television and
More” (soft cover/$14.95/296 pages).
Available at Northeast Ohio Bookstores and
on line from Amazon.com

Read a sample chapter from the book:

http://www.grayco.com/cleveland/
books/10645/sampl echapter.html

Visit Neil Zurcher’s blog: http://www.one-
tanktrips.com

Photos are courtesy of Gray Publishing.
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143rd Testing - Friday,
Sept. 17th at 5pm

CLYDE ST. MARY'S

615 Vine St., Clyde

RESTAURANT

Rt. 250 — Norwalk, OH 419-663-3555
Located in the Drug Mart Plaza
Open Daily 7am-11pm; Sun 7am-9pm

Tickets for the North Coast BBQ Burn Off
Can be purchased at Sugar Creek Restaurant. Only $10 per day

Fun for All Ages! Food - Entertainment Plus for
Friday, September 10 & Saturday, September 11

Friday night — LITTLE TEXAS
aturday night — MONSTER OF CLASSIC ROCK

Featuring members of AC/DC, Huey Lewis and the News, The Steve Miller Band
and The Michael Schenker Group.

Gates
open at
11am

ored to the
Christian Bookstore

25%0 orr

Any one regular priced item until 9/30
1 per customer

Pastor Appreciation is the month of October!

Grand Master C.S. Kim,
from Pittsburgh will be
on hand to officiate
the testing.

Public is invited.

210 W. Main Street
Directly Across
from CVS
Bellevue, Ohio
419-483-3237
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Mr. Clifford R. Setchel

Master Instructor of Self Defense

Hours Ages: 6-13: Mon, Tues & Thurs 6:00pm-7:00pm
Ages 14-60: Mon, Tues & Thurs 7:30pm-8:30pm

¥ CALI

T, Antiques & Collectibles

: Collection of Old & New Items
hildren’s Books = Furniture = Toys = Kitchenware
= Primitive « Linens = New Items Weekly

GOOD LUCK CLYDE FLIERS
AUTUMN ITEMS & HALLOWEEN COMING SOON

115 S. Main St., Clyde

ALL PAPER BINGO —NO SMOKING BINGO

$500 BONANZA in 56#
The last Tuesday of the month drawing for $100.00

TUESDAYS OUR HALL IS AVAILABLE
Doors Open 5:30 pm FOR RENT >
Games 7:00 pm ~ A\ s

Free Coffee e ——— -
Progressive Lucky Number ==
BIG GAME JACKPOT
SUPER 19 $1000.00 in 54
$1000.00 1 Consolation of
Consolation of $150 $150

HOMEMADE DESSERTS & SANDWICHES - WIDE VARIETY OF INSTANTS, KENO & SEAL CARDS -
GROUND FLOOR - PLENTY OF PARKING - SECURITY - REFRESHMENTS - LIC. 0276-45

= Hair Services

= Massage

« Skin Care

< Natural Nail
Care

= Waxing

WALK INS
WELCOME!
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HAIR *
Gift
| \J Certificates

'L* Available

222 Smith Street, Green Springs, OH
419-639-2010
Hours M-F 9-6 Sat 9-4
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Lorrie, Gail, Jody,
Hiedi, Jami &
April (L.M.T.)

i . o ] } Coming Soon! 1+ Choose Any 2 1! spice Up Your | | catered To Your |
We have gifts to honor your Pastor! (Former Dime Store Building, next to Our Town's A Brewin’ 1 Express 11 For$90 : :Comr With Fall £+ Specific Needs 1

£17. £A7. Manicure & Pedicure Accents 1% Hr.
444 N. Stone Street, Fremont HOSAT2T0L or 8- HATTHO shellao thbrid £} Facial 41 (COR e |
419-333-0081 Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed. 10-3; Call for Friday hours; : Na&%afe 1l :'Rr M:igg)ge U Color Service '} (Reg. 575 |
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