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UNDER THEIR THUMB

(How a Nice Boy from Brooklyn Got Mixed Up With THE ROLLING STONES
and Lived to Tell About It)

= m — By Helen Marketti

T he front cover of the book shows the
beginning of a journey that would last for
seventeen yeargvalking behind Keith
Richards is Bill German at the age of
eighteen. Bill is handing an issue®éggars
Banqueto RonWood (who is of camera). It
was June of 1980 and life as it was known
would never be the same again.

Under Their ThumfVillard Books,
2009) is Bill GermanOs autobiographical
account of his time spent in the inner circle
of the Rolling $ones.To have been privy to
their world for seventeen years and all the
while maintaining trust, friendships and
being given first hand information for his
newsletter (BeggarsBanquelt is a
remarkable experience.

Bill created the newsletter for Rolling

to provide those who were interested an
opportunity to know what thet@es were up
to. Naming the newslett&eggarsBanquet
after the ®nes 1968 album seemed an
appropriate title for those who wanted to be
Oin the knowO and yet still be able fordf

to know.

Using his type writer to tap out the bits
and pieces of information he collected while
also laboring over photos Bill literally cut
and pasted (scotch taped) to create his
newsletters.

With the help of a friend who had access
to the copy machine at his high school Bill
cranked out copies, collated and stapled by
hand and sold them for 25 cents a cdiy
presented his copies to fellow classmates
who were not interested. He left them on
counter tops with the permission of record
store owners in his neighborhood. It was a

Stones fans in 1978 at the age of sixteen. His rough start as his first issue only made one
humble beginnings and creative thought was sale.
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WARMER DAYS ARE HERE!

There is no better place to experience summer at Geneva-on-the-Lake
than Horizons Restaurant at The Lodge. Visit Horizons this season and
discover dining, entertainment and affordable luxury in your own backyard.

THE TERRACE GRILLE
Stop in to the new outdoor patio and enjoy lake front sealing, fresh
grilled specialties and live entertainment. iFri & Sat Tem-10pm | Sun: 1pm-Spm)

Entertainment Schedule:

Keith Ransom: July 17, 18 | Aug 1, 14, 21, 29 | Sept 4, 5, 19
The Next Best Thing: July 11, 19, 31 | Aug 9, 15, 28 | Sept 12, 18
Dave Young: July 10 | Aug 7, 22 | Sept 11, 26
Steve Howell: July 24 | Aug 2, 8 | Sept 25
Larry Smith: July 25, 26 | Aug 23
Uncharted Course: July 12 | Aug 16, 30

Open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner, The Terrace Grille is the
perfect setting to drink in the beauty of Lake Erie.
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440-466-7100 | 800-801-9982 | TheLodgeAtGeneva.com

4388 North Broadway | Geneva-on-the-Lake, OH 44041 | 440-466-7100

At the time Bill lived in Brooklyn the
Rolling Sones lived in Nework City
neighborhoods so he knew that making a
connection with them would be the perfect
way to have insiderOs knowledge for
BeggarsBanquetHe was a fan but also a
journalist.

Bill explains why he has always liked
the Rolling $ones, OThey seemed so
rebellious. | loved their sarcasm and senst
of humor They spent time in the clubs to
see area bandshey were accessible.O

Through a series of contacts, connections
persistence and showing up at the right place

at the right time often with copies of his
BeggarsBanquein tow; Bill managed to
make sure thetSnes held the newsletters in
their hands personally
EventuallyBeggarsBanquegained
momentum becoming the official Rolling
Stones newsletter with fans paying for
subscriptions. One of the fans was Cameron
Crowe, who would
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get. | think they needed real
' friends and they felt they could trust me.O

Building rapport with Keith Richards an
RonnieWood was fairly easy and Bill
became close friends with the two.

Charliewatts was an introvert and it ma
be a surprise to some that Bill never had &
actual conversation with him. OItOs now a
running joke,O Bill laughs. Ol was too bas
to approach Charlie and he usually stayed

himself so we
never initiated

Igter conversation
direct with each
Almost other In
Fgmous seventeen
Ezlalrlmled yearsl@m
i} still not sure
the Ul heeven
mallmgs knew who |
himsel f was.O
:R,gays Bill and
Stones
keptthings frontman
interesting f 3 Mick
for loyal — s Y t
readersy ’iq;tudlh Bichards, WYE, THRL - Tooking it an ks of Hﬂﬂ & ﬁgﬁ;t
NS THET o ervit: Chusch Fuks
_ exactly best chums
drawings either OMick kept his distance, kept his gu

and contests for concert tickets, autographed

items and so forth. He devoted seventeen
yearsto BeggarsBanquetaind to the Rolling
Stones.

Ol had no idea that things would last as

long as they did,O Bill said. Olt was beyond a

dream come true. BeggarsBanguetvasmy
only source of income for those seventeen
years. It was my newsletter and | preferred
to keep it that waylt was my independence.
Other kids bought a car or worked a job for
their independence but mine was writing the
newsletter.O

He continues, OTheyt¢Ses) knew | was
around because of the newslettdrad no
ulterior motive What you see is what you

www.northcoastvoice.com ¥(440) 415-0999

up,O Bill said. OMick is the most famous ¢
the Sones and because of that there are n
demands made on his time. He was more
involved with the business side of theges
than the other guys. He would get up early
go jogging and handle the meetings while
Keith was still face down in his pilla®

He continues, OMick did some nice thir
and some things that werenOt very nice.
didnOt like a lot of the sfufwrote in
BeggarsBanquetlt always had to be
OclearedO with layers of thers
management and their associates before «
newsletter could go to print. So many had

wanted a say in what | put in my own

newsletterEventually it turned me béand |
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started becoming disenchanted with the snapped. | made a remark to him how IOve  memories were there and so | decided to get intimate musical moments when Keith and

wholething.O been writing about what they have been it all out of my head and put it on papé&m Ron would jam at someoneOs house, har
After doing for years and thatOs when Keith looked glad | had the time and distance to be out in RonWoodOs kitchen and writing a

seventeen directly at objective. | wrote it from a good perspective. book with him(The Werks) or watching ther

years Bill me and | wanted to write a true staryThere is no do a gig in a club for 200 peoplEhey didnC

hadenough. said that bitterness and no rose colored glas$es. take themselves too seriousthey were

He decided noone Stones are behind me but you can never caricatures of themselveEhatOs why | did

to close askedme really put the Rolling ®nes behind you.O BeggarsBanquefto show how genuine the

Beggars to do this, Bill is continuing to work on writing Rolling Sones really were.O

Banquet T moretrue

andfind | stories. He may  pu———————

the next write a book of Under Their Thumks available & many area

chapteiin his memoirs book stores. (Mible Voice Books, MacOs

hislife aboutgrowing Backs Paperbacks afitie Learned Owl)

althoughit up in Brooklyn. Please check your local areas. lItis also

was He has also been J§ available a Joseph-Beth, Barnes & Noble,

difficult at approached by a § Borders and\mazon.com. Under Their

timesto famousrock Thumbhas many photos of the Rolling

let go. Ot i photographeto Stones that have never been seen before.

work on a book

togetherHe For more information aboutnder Their

says that rock Thumband to learn more about Bill Germz

and roll is till Please check outvww.billgerman.com

not out of his

system so he has | Back issues oBeggarsBanquehewsletters

options for what can be ordered at:

his next projects www.beggarsbanquetonline.com

will be.
Bill will

always

all became exhausting,OBill said. @ was
tired of keeping up with them, the assumed that no one wasakinO
names at hotels, others trying to dictate what me.ThatOs when | knew
| wrote. | saw for myself that if you wanted it was ok to let it go.O
to keep up with thetBnes you may get taken So with Opermissiont
away in handcd$ or in a casket.O to be free by thetBne he
Ol wanted it to come to an end but | felt | was the closest to, Bill
needed permission to do sat KeithOs 5 bid farewell toBeggars
birthday party | had words with my then Banquetvith its last
girlfriend and with that going on | had ran issue in 1996 and his life &
into Keith in the hallwayHe said that their with the Rolling $ones
recording sessions had gone well and they  wasover. remember some
would start an album and a tour which meant ~ When asked why he of the best times
that they would have lots of things for me to decided to write the book whenhanging
write about,OBill remembers. O just at this point in time Bill explained, Orhe out with the $ones. Ol always liked the real
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FREE MUSIC FESTNN.\
<0s JULY 17-19 25755,

Classic Rock Allstars
Winslow featuring members of Wish You Were Here Mifune’

Alex Bevan Lords of the Highway Nick Zuber
The Ragbirds ~ Paul Cebar Tomorrow Sound  Jimiller Band

Cats on Holiday (Carlos Jones & the PLUS band Deal's Gone Bad
and many more!!
W Ry I BlueshiBrews - Fndav night sponsored bv Great La&es Brewing Co.
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